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The Archway Learning Trust Geography Intent
The Archway Learning Trust Geography curriculum recognises that a coherent understanding of geography enables young people to engage with and reflect upon the rapidly changing world around them. Our curriculum offers students the chance to explore their surroundings and develop their decision-making skills whilst feeling a sense of wonder about the natural environment. As students’ progress on their geographical journey, their appreciation of the importance of their role in current geographical issues will develop allowing them to become more conscience of their own social responsibility. The curriculum aims to give students the opportunity to develop their geographical curiosity about a variety of issues through investigation, both inside and outside the classroom with a number of fieldwork opportunities available. Students will develop an awareness of a variety of spaces and places at a range of different scales, they will assess the challenges and interactions taking place in both physical environments and human environments, whilst recognising the importance of adapting to these and recognising sustainability. Students should leave Archway with an ability to recognise the interdependent nature of geography and understand that no geographical concepts can be applied in isolation.

LBA Geography statement of intent 
Geography is a catalyst for developing enquiring minds to explore questions about the world they live in. Lees Brook students will, through their studies, become global citizens by developing a strong knowledge and understanding of processes and systems within human and physical environments. Geography develops student’s ability to think critically and strategically about local and global issues on a variety of different scales and explores the potential future solutions to these issues, preparing them for the changing requirements of the world of work. 
We seek to use children’s inquiring minds to inspire a curiosity about the world and its people, which will remain with them for the rest of their lives. The Geography Curriculum is designed to promote major skill areas: the development of map and fieldwork skills; sustainability; decision making; empathy; literacy and numeracy as well as ICT literacy. Lees Brook alumni have geographical skills which are progressive and transferable in a cross-curricular environment and in 21st century careers. 
Through lessons, fieldwork, trips and extra-curricular activities, we aim to take geography outside of the classroom, extending the learning of students, further encouraging them to become global citizens and engage with their community on local and global issues.
Curriculum structure
During the three year KS3 curriculum, students will build their knowledge of physical and human processes in different locations around the world. This is completed through units of work lasting approximately 10 weeks in length (with additional ‘buffer’ time to allow for misconceptions to be addressed and additional engagement to occur with specific groups). 
Topics have been carefully structured to balance human and physical elements of the course, provide spaced retrieval opportunities as pupils build and connect knowledge of place, space and process through the course and into their GCSE. The spiral curriculum gives pupils a firm understanding of the basic key vocabulary required to be a successful geographer and is based on the engagement and interests of pupils as they explore the wider world they live in.
Lessons are planned to challenge pupils to think geographically. One of the key changes to the new curriculum is the writing of lesson titles and medium term plans as synoptic and then specific questions – encouraging pupils to further inquire about the answers to key geographical questions and to inspire pupils to ask further questions surrounding the content of their lesson.
The approach at KS4 further develops the successful patterns of the KS3 curriculum. Pupils continue to further embed the knowledge of both physical and human processes in a pattern of spaced learning, while following the Eduqas B Geography course. The curriculum breaks down ‘Topics’ from the specification to maximise the engagement from students, improve the spaced retrieval opportunities from KS3 and these are implemented in lessons in a sequence with reflects the retrieval of previously learnt topics and the new teaching depth required for GCSE.


Year 7
Introducing the subject at year 7 allows young minds to be exposed to both human and physical aspects of geography. Our aim is to give students the opportunity to access the world from a different perspective, equipping them with tools such as map skills to view the world through a geographical lens. Students explore the physical environment through studying the weather and landscapes and the human environment through studies of development. 
By the end of year 7, students are able to:
· Understand the different between human and physical geography
· Use locational knowledge to understand their place in the world, including continent and countries
· Apply a range of skills to be able to read and interpret OS maps
· Describe the patterns of global development and explain how the development gap can be closed to promote global equality
· Have a basic understanding of the connection between causes and impacts of physical weather events
· Describe the features and landform processes at the UK coastline
· Identify the stages of geographical fieldwork and analyse data to support a hypothesis
Year 8
During year 8 students will develop a deeper understanding of the human and physical environment and the ways in which processes shape their world. They will understand the process of urbanisation and how this process has impacts on people and settlements, developing the use of social, economic and environmental aspects of geography within their lessons. Students will understand the features of cold environments and how glaciers create landforms, as well as how life in the Arctic and Antarctic is changing for example indigenous communities. Students will understand the structure of the Earth and the ways in which plate tectonics can influence life for people across continents, as well as how energy resources are distributed unequally and can affect communities in the UK. 
By the end of year 8, students are able to:
· Describe the patterns of urbanisation
· Explain the impacts of urbanisation on settlements including those in informal settlements
· Describe social, economic and environmental geography 
· Describe the features of cold environments including glacial landforms
· Explain how cold environments are changing
· Describe the structure of the Earth and how this creates tectonic hazards
· Explain how tectonic hazards affect people in different ways
· Explain the challenges facing the UK’s energy future and the benefits of renewable energy

Year 9
During year 9 students will develop a detailed understanding of the world around them to become increasingly aware of complex geographical systems in the human and physical worlds. Students will form a detailed overview of river courses in the UK and how the processes at work create distinctive landforms. Students will develop a detailed understanding of places through a conceptual framework of a place’s identity and how this can be threatened and will begin to pose solutions to geographical issues such as climate change through analysing adaptations and mitigation strategies.  Students will become competent in using the concept of sustainability flexibly to include social, economic, environmental and political factors. Students will be able to think geographically and articulate this through extended writing around problem solving within the field.
By the end of year 9, students are able to:
· Explain the processes which shape a river along it’s course, including erosion, transportation and deposition
· Explain the causes of flooding including human and physical factors
· Suggest sustainable solutions to the flooding issues facing different areas of the UK
· Describe how places can be threatened by pollution
· Explain how climate change is causing impacts globally
· Explain how the problems of climate change can be reduced
· Describe the global distribution of biomes
· Explain the human impacts on ecosystems including the tropical rainforests
· Explain how tropical rainforests can be managed in a sustainable manner
· Explain how different issues can be solved sustainably using social, economic and environmental
· Explain how patterns of resource distribution can lead to conflicts

End Points for KS4 Geography:
1. To develop a personal appreciation of the complexity of the world around us via maps and other sources. 
a. Knowing similarities and differences between places at different scales. 
b. Have a broader and deeper understanding of different places and spaces. 
c. Develop greater awareness of the importance of scale. E.g. local, regional and global.   
d. Discovery of their local place through personal investigation using basic fieldwork methods and secondary evidence. 
e. Discovery of different continents and their characteristics. 

2. To be able to demonstrate greater fluency of locations, places and geographical features by drawing on increasing breadth and depth of content and contexts. 
 
a. To know what interdependence is and why it is important. 
b. To study physical and human processes in tandem. 
c. To become familiar with how a place in the UK has changed over time and an international place has changed over time. 
d. To become more familiar with human and physical processes which lead to geographical changes.  
e. Using maps, atlases, OS maps, satellite images, GIS to obtain information of places at different scales. 
f. Knowing what processes are at work in their local area e.g. suburbanisation, globalisation, localisation. 
g. To know why these processes occur in different places. 
h. To understand how these processes have changed over time e.g. urbanisation. 
i. To know how the theory around different process have developed 
j. To know how different processes interact and influence one another. 
k. Investigation into different processes in their local place using fieldwork methods and secondary evidence. 


2. To be able to understand the conditions, processes and interactions that explain features, distribution patterns, and changes over time and space.

a. To be made aware of different management strategies for different issues both in human and physical geography 
b. To understand how physical and human geography are connected in different ways. 
c. To become familiar with various arguments for different management strategies. 
d. To become familiar with how different stakeholders think about different management strategies. 
e. To be able to use various primary and secondary sources to investigate different management strategies. 
f. To develop well-evidenced arguments and informed conclusions but also be able to put forward a balanced viewpoint. 
g. To organise and connecting information and ideas about people, places, processes and environments in order to make greater sense of the complex issues in the world. 
h. To become confident with applying familiar context to the unfamiliar and abstract.  

3. To be competent in geographical enquiry, and the application of skills in observing, collecting, analysing, evaluating and communicating geographical information.

a.  To understand the scientific process behind fieldwork.
b. To become familiar with linking evidence together to form justified conclusions in their own fieldwork evidence.
c. To develop opinions based on a range of evidence on various issues 
d. To have regular classroom debates on contemporary issues e.g. climate change, sweatshops, urbanisation, weather.
e. To be able to use various primary and secondary sources to synthesise knowledge.
f. To be able to apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to real world contexts
g. To be able to plan and undertake independent enquiry in which skills, knowledge and understanding are applied to investigate geographical questions.
image1.png
- Lees Brook
<S) Academy




image2.png
Archway
Learning Trust




