
Other vocabulary: 

rights, responsibilities, growing up, 
adulthood, promises, rituals, beliefs, 
values, symbolic, injustice, 
principals, discrimination. 

Knowledge organiser—Why do we have rites of passage?  

Stages of life ceremonies: 

Birthdays 
1st, 13th, 16th, 18th, 21st 
Partnerships 
Wedding, Civil, 1st, 10th, 25th, 50th 
anniversaries. 
Religious 
Baptism, confirmation, bat mizvah, 
bar mitvah, Amrit.  
Death 
Funeral, wake, memorials.  

Key Vocabulary:   

rite of passage 
A ceremony or event marking an important 
stage in someone's life: birth, transition from 
childhood to adulthood, marriage, death.  

Confirmation 
When a baptised person confirms their 
Christian belief and is welcomed as a full 
member of the Church.  

Bar Mitzvah 
A religious initiation ceremony for a Jewish boy, 
who is considered to be the age of religious 
maturity.  

Bat Mitzvah 
A religious initiation ceremony for a Jewish girl, 
who is considered to be the age of religious 
maturity.  

Baptism 
A religious purification ceremony, generally 
using water. 

Amrit 
A person who represents a God in the flesh. 

age of maturity 
When a child is regarded to be an adult, at least 
for ritual purposes. 

age of responsibility 
The age at which a person is legally responsible 
for him/herself, his/her actions and decisions. 

Rites of Passage 

Life is like a journey. Most people in the world mark and 

celebrate key events on that journey with a ritual.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are Rites of Passage?  

They are the special events which show a person is moving on 

to a new stage in life (e.g. following birth, marriage, or death). 

Religions often have special ceremonies to mark a rite of 

passage. The ceremonies have special meanings and symbols.  

 

Why should we learn about Rites of Passage? 

Rites of passage are very important times for families – you 

could be invited to one of these events It helps us to think 

about how we might want to celebrate and commemorate 

special times in our own lives.  
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