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Knowledge Organiser – Why is pilgrimage so important to people?

Key Vocabulary

Pilgrimage a journey of spiritual/religious significance. 
typically, to a shrine or other location of 
importance to a person's beliefs/faith.

Vatican 
City

Home of the Pope, who is the bishop 
of Rome and head of the Catholic 
Church. Known as The Holy See, it is 
the world’s smallest country.

Hajj The Muslim term for pilgrimage

Ka’bah Located inside the Great Mosque of 
Mecca, Muslims believe it to be the 
first house built for humanity to 
worship Allah (God).

Golden 
Temple

The Gurdwara, a spiritual site 
of Sikhism, is in the city of Amritsar, 
India. Built around a man-made pool, 
it’s real name, Harmindar Sahib, means 
"abode of God”.

Church of 
the Holy 
Sepulchre

A church in the Christian Quarter of 
the Old City of Jerusalem, containing 
the two holiest sites in Christianity: 
Calvary, and Jesus's empty tomb.

Western 
Wall

(Wailing Wall) is the ancient limestone 
wall of the Second Jewish Templein the 
Old City of Jerusalem. The walls of the 
Temple are said to the home of God.

Other vocabulary:
journey, responsibility, belief, reflection, faith, inspiration.

BBC Bitesize – Key facts on Hajj

Following in the footsteps of the Prophet Muhammad -
he is a role model for all Muslims. To go on pilgrimage to 
Makkah (Mecca) and to follow in his footsteps is very 
important to Muslims.

Five Pillars of Islam - Hajj is the fifth of the Five Pillars of 
Islam. As such it reflects a Muslim's devotion, loyalty and 
belief and therefore helps him or her to grow spiritually.
they have completed the Hajj, a Muslim man may call 
himself a Hajji and a woman can call herself a Hajjah.

Key belief – the pilgrimage to Makkah reminds Muslims 
of their key belief in the equality of all humankind before 
Allah, because each person takes part on exactly the 
same basis. It also allows Muslims to reconnect with 
what is really important and focus on spiritual matters.

Jerusalem is an 
important place 
of pilgrimage for 
Christians, just as 
it is for Jews and 

Muslims.

Many Christians believe that undertaking a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem can bring them closer to the experience of Jesus 

as he approached his death.

Pilgrims visit the Vatican to hear the 
Pope speak publicly on Wednesdays in 
Saint Peter's Square, or attend mass led 
by the Pope during the year.
The most important site for Roman 
Catholic pilgrims to Rome is Saint Peter's 
Basilica. Pilgrims will visit this basilica, 
not only in the hope of seeing or hearing 
the Pope, but also to visit what they 
believe to be the tomb of Saint Peter.

Bodh Gaya
Bodh Gaya, in the Bihar in northern India, is one of the 
most significant sites of pilgrimage to Buddhists. In the 
language of the Buddha, ‘bodh’ means ‘enlightenment’. 
According to Buddhist belief, before he became the 
Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama attained enlightenment 
under a tree, now known as the Bodhi Tree, in the place 
now known as Bodh Gaya (‘place of enlightenment’).


