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Knowledge Organiser – Is religion dangerous?

Key Vocabulary

Islamophobia A prejudiced view towards Muslims.

Terrorism The use of violence to achieve 

political aims.

Lesser Jihad An outward struggle against evil.

Greater Jihad The personal inward struggle 

against evil. 

Holy War Fighting for a religious cause or 

God. 

Pacifist Someone who does not believe in 

war or the use of violence. 

Capital
punishment

The punishment of prohibited 
activities by death

Harmony People living together peacefully 
rather than fighting or arguing

Quakers A group of people with Christian 
roots. Quakers believe there is a 
part of God in everyone and each 
person is of unique worth

Further reading:
‘Love, Hate and Others’ by Samira Ahmed. 
‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman
‘A Very Large Expanse of Sea’ by Taherah Mafi‘

Islam and Women

Some people think that Islam represses females 

and point to the covering of women as evidence 

of this. 

In the Qur’an, Allah told Muhammad that 

women should be covered, and many women 

choose to do so as they feel it is part of living a 

good and holy life. Women wear head coverings 

in public and take them off in the home. 

Some Muslim women choose to cover their 

head, whilst other choose to cover their whole 

face.

Islam, War and Violence 

The Prophet Muhammad did not fight for the 

first 12 years of his rule. He was a pacifist at this 

time. When he did begin to fight, it was in self-

defence and he created strict rules about 

conduct during war, including not killing 

civilians. 

Some Muslims choose to be pacifist. The 

Muslim Peace Fellowship argue that war is 

always wrong, as innocent people are always 

killed. 

In Islam, there are two types of ‘jihad’: the 

Greater and the Lesser. Lesser Jihad refers to 

Holy War and provides Muslims with a set of 

justified reasons for fighting, including fighting 

to protect Islam and in self-defence. This 

suggests war is acceptable in some 

circumstances.

Christianity, War and Violence

Christians look to follow the example of 

Jesus when thinking about war and 

violence. Jesus taught forgiveness and 

agape love: Christian love that should be 

shown to everybody. He even forgave the 

people who sentenced him to death and 

refused to punish people with the death 

penalty. 

Jesus said that revenge is wrong and 

appeared to be against the use of violence. 

His teachings inspired peaceful protestors 

such as Martin Luther King; whilst many 

Christians such as Quakers choose to be 

pacifists. Quakers believe that there is 

something of God in everybody and to hurt 

another human being is like hurting God.

In other parts of the Bible however, the 

death penalty is allowed for a range of 

‘crimes’ including cheating, swearing and 

even being homosexual. 

Christians have also fought in many wars. 

The Roman Catholic Church has said that 

people should fight in wars fought for a 

good reason, such as during the Second 

World War. Many Christians believed it was 

their duty to fight to protect their country 

during this time.

Judaism, War and Violence

Peace and justice are core Jewish 

values. Jews will greet each other 

by saying "Shalom", which is a 

Hebrew word meaning peace.  

Many Jews firmly believe that the 

vast majority of wars are wrong 

and that peace must always be 

sought before fighting. Most Jews 

look forward to a time of peace 

and harmony between all people.

Judaism however does not teach 

pacifism. The Torah makes clear 

that there are occasions when it is 

a duty to fight and times where war 

may be a necessary evil. In the 

Torah, Joshua was commanded by 

God to fight to regain the land 

promised to their ancestors, 

meaning that there may be times 

when war is acceptable. 

Judaism teaches the right of 

individuals to act upon conscience. 

Some Jewish people may choose 

pacifism and there have been some 

famous examples, including Albert 

Einstein. 

There are many religious charities which work to help 

people who are suffering around the world. Examples of 

these include: Muslim Hands, Muslim Aid, Christian Aid, 

CAFOD, Khalsa Aid and The Trussell Trust. 


