
                                      PE Summer Term 1: Tennis   

 

Section A: Vocabulary 

Tier 3 Vocabulary Definition 

Ace   A serve landing in the service box that an opponent cannot touch 
or return with his racquet. 

Let A serve that bounces off the top of the net and lands in the 
service box is a let. 

Fault A serve that does not land in the service box. Or a shot that land 
out of court/area. 

Unforced error A ball that is not kept in play that should have been. 

Rally The act of hitting the ball back and forth over the net to and from 
a partner. 

Forehand 
groundstroke 

A stroke in which the inner side of the palm of the dominant hand 
that is holding the racket faces forward.  

Backhand 
groundstroke  

The backhand is a tennis shot in which one swings the racket 
around one's body with the back of the hand preceding the palm. 

Volley A shot where the ball does not hit the ground before being hit. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary Definition 

Identify Name the key point 

Describe Recall facts, events or process in an accurate way. 

Explain 
Make something clear, or state the reasons for something 
happening 

Evaluate 
Using the information supplied to consider evidence for and 
against when making a judgement 

Demonstrate To show how to do something 

 

  Section C: Scoring 
Start of the match 
- Each point starts with a serve. The 

player serving has two attempts to get 
the serve in the service box.  

 
Scoring a game 
- A game is won when a player scores 

four (or more) points: 15, 30, 40 and 
the game-winning point. 

 
- Should both players make it 40 (deuce). 

Following deuce, a player must win two 
consecutive points: the first point, 
known as "advantage" and the game-
winning point. If the opposing player 
scores the next point, the game once 
again heads to deuce. 

 
- Points are counted as 0, 15, 30, and 40. 

The first player to win 4 points wins a 
game, and the first player to win 6 
games wins a set. In order to win the 
match, a player must win 2 sets. 

Ways a point can be scored;  

 An unreturnable ball (ball bounces 
twice);  

 Double fault; 

 Ace (unreturnable serve); 

 Ball hit out of bounds (the lines count 
as in);  

 Ball hit into the net. 
 

Section B: Pitch Dimensions and Shots 

 

Baseline: The line running parallel to the net that 

marks the boundary on the length of the court. 

Sidelines: The two lines that run perpendicular to 

the net and mark the boundary on the width of the 

court. The side-lines vary for singles and doubles 

play. 

Service line: The line running parallel to the net that 

marks the end of the two service boxes. 

Service box: The area in which a serve must land for 

play to continue. 
 

Shots 

Volley –                  

 

 

Serve – 

                       

 

 

Forehand groundstroke – 

  

  

Backhand groundstroke -  
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