
Year 8

Performing and Expressive — Music — Ukulele

You will rotate with Art half way through the year 

Section A: Key vocabulary

Vocab Definition

Chords/Triads
A set of three notes that are 

stacked vertically in thirds 

Strumming pattern

To play a stringed instrument by 

stroking or brushing the strings  in 

a given pattern

Frets A fret is a space between two fret 
bars on the neck of a stringed 
instrument. Each fret represents a 
semitone. 

Tuning

Tuning is the process of adjusting 
the pitch of one or many tones 
from musical instruments to 
establish typical intervals between 
these tones

Structure
How the music is built using 
different sections

Hand Position

Where the hand is placed 
appropriately so notes can be 
played accurately 

Technique

Using the correct fingers to reach 
frets required to play a chord 
accurately. 

Strings
Used to produce sound on an 
instrument by vibrations

Section B: Facts



Year 8

Performing and Expressive — Music —Keyboard Skills

You will rotate with Art half way through the year 

Section A: Key vocabulary

Vocab Definition

Technique 
Using the five finger method

to play a piece accurately 

Scale
A set of musical notes in a 

prescribed order

Accidentals Sharps, Flats and Naturals 

Co-ordination

Collaboration between two 
hands to play a musical 
instrument effectively

Graphic Score
Music written as images or 
shapes

Stave Notation
Indicates the pitch of music 
notes

Treble Clef
Known as the G clef. Indicates 
higher pitched notes

Bass Clef
Known as the F Clef, indicates 
lower pitched notes

Section B: Facts



Year 8

Performing and Expressive — Music —Film Music

You will rotate with Art half way through the year 

Section A: Key vocabulary

Vocab Definition

Composer
Someone who write the music 

Consonant Sounds nice

Dissonant
Sounds like the notes clash

Diatonic Major harmony 

Major Sounds Happy 

Minor Sounds sad

Atonal
Notes don’t belong to a scale 
– neither major or minor

Cue Sheet
A sheet that directs on-screen 
timings for the music to be 
composed to

Section B: Facts


