
Lees Brook Community School
Geography

Knowledge Organiser – Do we really know what Africa is like?

Key Vocabulary

Biodiversity The number of different species 
living in an area.

Development How advanced a place is –
including features such as 
money, education and health.

Conflict 
minerals

Materials such as gold which 
are mined in the DR Congo for 
sale to other countries. 

Poaching The illegal killing of animals for 
their products, such as ivory.

AFRICA IS NOT A COUNTRY!

Natural Resources

Africa is rich in natural resources: 
• It exports 16% of the world’s uranium, 

used to produce nuclear energy. 
• In 2011, Africa produced more than half 

of the world’s diamonds and nearly 75% 
of the world’s platinum. 

• Africa has 10% of the world’s oil and gas 
reserves. 

• Africa is rich in forests, a source of major 
hardwoods. 

• Nigeria and Libya are 2 of the leading oil 
producing countries in the world.

“Africa is not poor, it is poorly managed” Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, former 
president of Liberia.

Biomes of Africa Savanna Biome

These are found to the north 
and south of tropical rainforests. 

Savanna regions have distinct 
wet and dry seasons. This biome 

has lots of wildlife within it 
however, animals may migrate 

great distances for food and 
water. 

Desertification in the Sahel 
• Droughts have occurred 

when the normally short 
rainy season is delayed or 
does not occur. 

• Rains are very irregular in 
the Sahel along with rapid 
population increase, 
vegetation clearance and 
livestock overgrazing are 
causing the desert to spread 
southwards (desertification).

• These issues are causing 
people to migrate to cities, a 
process called urbanisation

Algiers, Algeria

What does this cartoon show?

Poaching threatens many of the 
amazing species in Africa, 
including elephants and rhinos. 
Poor societies can be tempted 
by the riches of illegal ivory 
sales, leading to the hunting of 
these amazing creatures.

The Masaai tribe are an ancient tribe 
living in the Masaai-Mara reserve in 
Kenya and Tanzania. They wear 
colourful clothes and jewellery and 
community is important to them.
How are the lives of these tribes both 
different and similar to ours?



Lees Brook Community School
Geography

Knowledge Organiser – What are landscapes in the UK like?

Key Vocabulary

Upland An area of land at high altitude

Lowland An area of land which is close to 
sea level (low altitude)

Rock cycle The process of rocks being 
formed, broken down and 
changed naturally by the Earth

Glacier A slow moving mass of ice 
formed by the build up of snow 
on mountains

Erosion The process of breaking down 
and removal of rocks

Weathering The breaking down (weakening) 
of rocks in place

Transportation The movement of rocks by 
water, wind or animals

Deposition The build up of sediment over 
time (dropping)

Plucking The glacial process of picking up 
and moving sediment within a 
glacier

Abrasion The sandpaper-like wearing 
away of rocks as other sediment 
is ‘rubbed’ over it

Sediment All sizes of broken down rocks –
from boulders and pebbles to 
clays and silts

Taken from BBC Bitesize. 
You can find more about glacier 

movement here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/gui

des/zftycdm/revision/3

Upland areas in the UK are on this map.
Can you add the lowland areas?

Rivers change 
from their 
source to 

mouth. They 
get less steep 

and wider. 
Can you think 
of any other 

changes?

Spurn head has formed by the process 
of definition. This landform is called a 
spit. Eroded sediment (sand) has been 
transported down the coast where is 
has dropped (deposited) in the 
sheltered area between the sea and the 
mouth of the River Humber. 
The movement of the water around 
here gives Spurn head a unique shape!

Coastal defences such as 
sea walls and restored sand 
dunes are put in place to 
stop erosion of the coast

Some of these are better 
than others in different 
ways. Some are cheaper, 
some are better for 
animals and plants. Which 
would you want protecting 
your house from the sea?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zftycdm/revision/3

