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Understanding Geographical enquiry – Should Carsington extend it’s wind farm?

Key Vocabulary

Fieldwork A study in geography which involves 
going out into the real world to test a 
theory

Hypothesis A statement which can be tested 
through fieldwork

Qualitative
data

Data which involves opinions and is 
not numerical

Quantitative
data

Data which involves the collection of 
numbers and figures which can be 
measured

Primary data Data which is collected directly by 
the researcher (you!)

Secondary 
data

Data which is collected by someone 
else or another source

Stakeholder A person who has an interest or 
opinion in a decision

Bipolar 
surveys

Surveys which ask people do decide 
an opinion on a sliding scale

Likert 
surveys

Surveys which ask how much people 
agree to statement or opinions

Field sketch A sketch of an area which includes 
key geography

Renewable 
energy

Energy which does not run out – it
can be considered ‘infinite’

Transect A line along which changes can be 
tested or measured

Carsington village is a small 
hamlet in Derbyshire. It is 

best known for being closely 
located to the popular 

visitor reservoir, Carsington 
water. 

Our enquiry involves answering the 
question ‘should more wind turbine 
be built at Carsington?’ We will be 

collecting a range of data about the 
area to help us make an informed 

decision and to present our data in a 
way which is professional in 

geography and in businesses.

Visual representation such as radar 
charts can give us a way of easily seeing 
and comparing data collected while out 

on fieldwork.
Some techniques are better than others 

for seeing different types of data.

Conclusions, From BBC Bitesize:
Return to the stated hypotheses –
is it true or false?
What evidence supports how 
strongly the hypothesis is found to 
be true or false.
Note which element of 
geographical theory is linked to the 
fieldwork.
Any unusual results should be 
acknowledged and explained.


