
Victorian Literature

Iconic Victorian Texts

‘Frankenstein’ by Mary 
Shelley

The story of Dr Frankenstein and his obsession with science and death. He creates a 
creature by stitching together body parts and bringing it to life! The text explores the 
consequences of science and asks questions such as: Are men trying to play God? Is the 
creature is born evil, or is it how he was nurtured?   

‘Dracula’ by Bram 
Stoker

A vampire story that created many of the vampire myths seen today. It is the story of 
Dracula arriving in England and a group of people trying to stop him from killing and turning 
others into vampires! It explores the themes of love, sex, gender, and the supernatural. 

‘Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’ by Robert Louis 
Stevenson

What if science created something that when taken represses the voice of reason? What if 
your id (part of the mind that doesn’t think about the consequences) was allowed to be the 
dominant voice in your head? And what if that drug also made you bigger, stronger, and 
quicker?  

‘Picture of Dorian 
Gray’ by Oscar Wilde

A man is cursed to live forever. When he has his face painted onto a canvas, he is told as 
long as he never looks at it again he will be immortal. Dorian Gray will be young and 
beautiful for the rest of his life. But is forever too long? What is life without an end? 

Big Questions and Key Concepts

Power Morality                 Conflict Tragedy

1. What was life like in the Victorian era? 
2. How did Victorian literature reflect Victorian society? 
3. How did Victorian literature reflect Victorian society?  
4. How do Victorian texts explore the social class divide? 
5. How do Victorian texts explore the social class divide? 
6. Why were Victorians fascinated by the supernatural? 
7. What was the role of women in the Victorian era? 
8. Should death ever be the punishment for a crime? 
9. What did the Victorians understand about the mind?
10. What did the Victorians believe about the afterlife? 
11. Can I argue like a lawyer? 
12. Can I write as Jack the Ripper? 

Key Vocabulary

Motif A recurring idea or theme.

Allegory A story that has a hidden meaning to teach a moral lesson.

Symbolism Representing themes and ideas with symbols and images.

Conscience
A person's sense of right and wrong, viewed as acting as a guide to 
one's behaviour.

Avarice Extreme greed for wealth or material gain. 

Enlightenment A movement of the 18th century that stressed the belief that 
science and logic give people more knowledge and understanding 
than tradition and religion.

Psychology The study of the mind; related to the mental and emotional state of 
a person.

Welfare State

Taxes in the 21st century are used to support certain groups in 
society. E.g. NHS, benefits, pension, child tax credits, council 
housing, etc.  

Immortal To live forever.

Social Class
The class system made it so that the lower 
classes struggled. The upper classes had a 
limited sense of social responsibility-many 
were ignorant of the plight of the poor. 

Enlightenment
This was a period of time when people began 
to question what they had been previously 
told.
People began to use science to explain how 
the world works and to develop new 
inventions.
The church attempted to silence enlightened 
thinkers as they were scared that reason 
would make people question religion.
These thinkers introduced ideas that our 
judicial and political system are based on.
This created a lot of debate in Victorian 
society.
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Victorian literature refers to English literature during the reign of Queen Victoria (1837–1901). The 19th century is widely considered to be the Golden Age of 
English Literature, especially for British novels. It was in the Victorian era that the novel became the leading literary genre in English.


