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How do people tell the difference between right and wrong?

Key Vocabulary

Capital 
punishment

The legal authorised killing of 
someone as punishment for a crime

Corporal 
punishment

The legal inflicting of pain as 
punishment for a crime or 
wrongdoing

Lex talionis The passage in Exodus which refers 
to ‘taking an eye for an eye’

Justice Fair behaviour or treatment

Sin An immoral act considered to be a 
transgression against divine law

Jihad The personal struggle of a Muslim 
against evil in the way of Allah

Morality Principles concerning the distinction 
between right and wrong or good 
and bad behaviour.

Conscience A person’s moral sense of right and 
wrong

Karma The law that everything a person 
does brings rewards and 
punishments

How do 
Christians 
tell right 

from 
wrong?

Using their 
conscience

Follow the 
examples of 

Christ

Examples of stories such 
as Adam and Eve

Teachings from 
the bible

The 10 
commandments

Hinduism and Karma
Crime has an effect on the karma of a 
person who commits it as well as those who 
are victims. The laws of Manu give advice as 
to what punishment should be used for 
each offence.

Islam and Shari’ah
Shari’ah is Islamic law based on the teachings of 
Allah. It is recognised as three types of sin:
- Shirk – Associating something or someone 

with Allah
- Zulm – Crimes such as theft and violence
- A third category with crimes such as lying and 

envy
The purpose of punishment in Islam is to protect 
and strengthen society.

Judaism - The mitzvot and free will
Most Jews believe that when God created them, he 
gave them free will. This is the idea that people are 
able to make their own decisions and distinguish right 
from wrong. Therefore, Jews believe that it is an 
individual’s responsibility to follow the mitzvot.
Jews also believe that God will judge them on how well 
they have kept his laws. They will be rewarded if they 
choose to do good and obey the mitzvot, whereas they 
will be punished if they disobey the mitzvot.

Hinduism
Hinduism places greater emphasis on the attitude of 
the mind rather than on postulation of the elaborate 
theories of what is right and what is wrong. In the ethos 
of Hinduism, ethics is the right conduct or 'Sadachara'. 
The mark of Dharma is Achara or good conduct.
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