
 
History: Spring 1 – Why were people fighting for the throne? 

Section A: Vocabulary  
 
 

Key Word Definition 

Wars of the 

Roses 

A series of battles 

between the English 

house of York and 

Lancaster 

Heir Person who is next in line 

to the throne 

White rose The symbol of the house 

of York 

Red rose The symbol of the house 

of Lancaster 

Lord 

Protector 

An adult who rules on 

behalf of a young 

monarch until they are 

old enough to rule.  

Monarch A king or queen 

Section B: Key events 
 

Year Event 

1453 The Lancastrian king, Henry VI 
became sick and could not rule 

effectively. Richard of York 
temporarily ruled in his place.  

1455 War of the Roses begins with the 
Battle of St Albans when Henry VI 
recovered and Richard of York did 

not want to give up power.  

1460 Battle of Wakefield. Richard of 
York is killed by the Lancastrians.  

1461 Battle of Towton. Edward of York 
defeats the Lancastrians and is 
named Edward IV in London.  

1471 Henry VI is imprisoned in the 
Tower of London. 

1471 Henry VI dies mysteriously in 
captivity. 

1483 Edward IV dies. His sons 
disappear from the Tower of 

London and his brother, Richard 
III is crowned king.  

1485 Battle of Bosworth. Henry Tudor 
becomes Henry VII and ends the 

Wars of the Roses.  
 

 

Section C: Key individuals 

Individual Description 

Henry VI The Lancastrian ruler of England, 
he was known as the mad King and 
he kept having to take breaks from 
ruling. Richard of York often ruled 
when he was ill.  

Richard of York Often ruled England when Henry 
VI was unwell and did not want to 
give up power.  

Edward IV Oldest son of Richard of York, he 
led the Yorkist cause against the 
Lancastrians after his father’s 
death in 1460 at the Battle of 
Wakefield. 

Richard III Younger brother of Edward IV. 
Princes in the 
Tower 

Richard (9) and Edward (12) were 
the sons of Edward IV. As they 
were too young to rule when he 
died, their uncle Richard III acted 
as Lord Protector. They were sent 
to the Tower of London to keep 
them safe, but mysteriously 
vanished.  

Henry Tudor 
(Henry VII) 

The first of the Tudor kings. 
Defeated Richard III at the Battle 
of Bosworth in 1485, thus ending 
the Wars of the Roses.  

Elizabeth of 
York 

Daughter of Edward IV. In order to 
settle England, Henry Tudor 
married her after the Battle of 
Bosworth. This was to enable the 
Houses of York and Lancaster to 
unite. 

 

 


