
 
Year 8 History Spring 1- Industrial Revolution  

Section A:  Key Vocabulary  
 

Vocabulary  Definition  

Tier 3: Agriculture The process of producing 
food, and fibres by farming 
of certain plants or raising 

animals 

Tier 3: Industry The process of making 
products by using machines 

and factories 

Tier 3: Mass production The production of many 
products in one go e.g. 

textiles 

Tier 3: Sanitation A system that disposes of 
human waste. 

Tier 2: Economy The system of how money 
is used within a particular 

country 

Tier 3: Industrial 
Revolution 

A time of great change in 
Britain between 1750 to 

1900 

Tier 2: Poverty The lack of basic human 
needs such as clean water, 

nutrition, healthcare, 
education and shelter 

Tier 2: Invention Something new which is 
created, can be an object or 

an idea 

Tier 2: Population The number of people living 
in a particular place 

Tier 2: Diseases An illness or sickness with 
specific, well-defined 

symptoms that affects a 
person, plant or animal. 

Tier 2: Environment Surroundings or conditions 
in which a person, animal, 
or plant lives or operates. 

Tier 3: Public health The health of the 
population as a whole. 

Tier 3: Rural A geographic area that is 
located outside towns 

and cities. 

Tier 3: Cities A large human 
settlement. 

 

Section B: Inventions and Key Individuals  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Joseph Bazalgette                               
Invented the sewers! This helped to remove sewage 
out of the streets and drinking water.  
 
City fathers 
Improved the lives of the townspeople. They built lots 
of new buildings to improve the towns. 
 
Edwin Chadwick: 
Wrote the Chadwick report. This gave 
recommendations for improvements in public health. 

Section C:  
                                  Factory working conditions 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Living Conditions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Spinning Jenny - 1770 
James Hargreaves, a British carpenter and weaver, invents the spinning 

jenny. The machine spins more than one ball of yarn or thread at a time, 
making it easier and faster to make cloth. This allows more workers to 
make cloth more cheaply and increases the amount of factories built. 

The Locomotive - 1814  
Richard Trevithick was a pioneer in early steam engine technology. He 
developed a new high-pressure steam engine which could be used to 
reliably move goods and passengers. This invention made transport 

much easier and quicker.  

The Steam Engine – 1717 
Thomas Newcomen invents the first steam engine. It would later be 

improved by James Watt which meant steam engines could replace water 
and horse power in a wide variety of industries, which in turn allowed 

factories to be built anywhere. 

The Water Frame -1769 
Richard Arkwright invented a machine, powered by water, to spin 
cotton into yarn, quickly and easily. His machines did not need skilled 
operators so Arkwright paid unskilled women and others to work on 
them. This invention allowed factories and mills to be built.  

Key individuals:  



 
History Spring 2- British Empire 

Section A: Vocabulary  

Tier 2: Empire A group of countries, people or land 
ruled by one single country referred to 
as the “mother” country. 

Tier 2: Colony A country that is part of an empire. 

Tier 3: Jewel in 
the crown 

The largest and richest part of Britain’s 
Empire. 

Tier 3: 
Commonwealth  

A group of countries that were once 
part of Britain’s Empire. 

Tier 3: 
Imperialism 

The act of building an empire. 

Tier 3: 
Nationalism 

Wanting your country to be the best or 
to be free from someone's empire. 

Tier 3: Britannia A female figure used to symbolise the 
British Empire. 

Tier 3: East India 
Company 

Trading company that gradually took 
control of India. 

Tier 2: Famine  A shortage of food. 

Tier 3: The Raj The period of British rule in India after 
1857. From the Hindi word for reign. 

Tie 3: Mahatma 
Gandhi  

A leader of the Indian independence 
movement. 

Tier 3: Scramble 
for Africa 

A period of rapid imperial expansion 
(1881-1914) during which European 
powers divided and colonised almost 
the entire continent of Africa. 

Tier 2: Tariff A tax on imports and exports. 

 

Section B: Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1586: Sir Walter Raleigh 
organised a small settlement in 

America named Virginia in 
honour of Elizabeth I. 

1620: The Mayflower ship set sail 
for America taking the first 

English colonisers called the 
Pilgrim Fathers. 

1756-63: The Seven Years War 
resulted in England winning 

Canada from the French. 

1770: Captain Cook claimed 
Australia for Britain. It became a 

penal colony. 

1775-83: Britain was defeated in 
the American War of 

Independence and lost its 13 
American colonies. Remembered 

in America on 4th July. 

1845: The Irish Potato Famine 
began. 

1876: Queen Victoria was 
declared Empress of India. 

1919: The Amritsar massacre. 
The British massacre peaceful 
protestors who wanted Indian 

independence. 

1921: Southern Ireland won its 
independence from Britain. 

1947: India gained independence 
from Britain’s Empire 

1960’s most of Britain's colonies 
become independent countries. 

Section C: Map and key places! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

By 1901, Britain ruled the largest empire the 

world had ever known. This included over 450 

million and covered ¼ of the surface of the 

world. 

Australia:  Used as a location for criminals. Criminals 

would be shipped to Australia, where they would be 

used as a workforce. 

Africa: Britain used the people as slaves and made a 

lot of money selling them at auctions. The Gold Coast 

was important because it held lots of gold, ivory and 

silver, which were traded for fortunes 

Caribbean: Sugar, cocoa and coffee were all 

grown and taken to Britain. 

India: Provided spices, jewels and silks that were 

traded for money across the Empire.  

 

 

 


