
English Year 7 Poetry: The Natural World

Big Questions

Power Morality Conflict Tragedy

1. What is the natural world?
2. What is poetry?
3. Can I decipher the meaning of poems?
4. How can I investigate the features of poems?
5. How can I  investigate the themes within 

poems?
6. What are poetic techniques?
7. How can I identify language techniques within 

poetry?
8. How are poems structured?
9. Can I craft my own poem?
10.What is the value of performing a poem?
11.Can I learn a poem by hear and perform it?

Analysing poems

The WHAT, HOW, WHY structure to analyse 
texts…

WHAT has the 
writer done?

The writer has:
depicted/ illustrated/ portrayed/ 
presented/ repeated/ focused upon…

How has the 
writer done 
this?

Using the adjective/verb/imagery/noun 
“__________” which suggests 
______________

WHY has the 
writer done 
this?

Perhaps the writer wanted to:
criticise/teach/demonstrate/warn/entertain
The writer might also have wanted the 
reader to feel (insert emotion) because…
Empathise with…because…
Understand that…because…

Poetic Structures

Ballad Story poem – often 4 line stanzas.

Blank Verse Verse with no rhyme – usually 10 
syllables.

Epic Tragic/Heroic story poems.

Free Verse No regular rhyme/rhythm.

Haiku 3 line. Syllables 5/7/5.

Ode Lyrical poem often addressed to one 
person.

Sonnet 14 line love poem.

Shape Poem Poem in the shape of the main 
subject.

Rhyme Scheme The pattern of lines that rhyme in a 
poem.

Rhyming Couplet Two lines next to each other that
rhyme.

Imagery Visually descriptive or figurative language, 

especially in a literary work.

Alliteration The occurrence of the same letter or 

sound in words that are close together.

Personificatio

n

The attribution of a personal nature or 

human characteristics to something non-

human.

Hyperbole Exaggerated statements or claims not 

meant to be taken literally.

Poetic 

Techniques

A language or structure technique that a 

poet may use.

Metaphor A figure of speech which directly compares 

one thing to another, or where a phrase is 

not literal.

Simile A figure of speech which indirectly 

compares one thing to another using ‘like’ 

or ‘as’.

Dialect A form of a language which is specific to a 

certain location.

Sibilance The occurrence of multiple hissing sounds 

e.g. constant s sounds.

Assonance Repetition of vowels without repetition of 

consonants e.g. stony and holy.

Punctuation The marks used in writing to separate 

sentences and their elements and to clarify 

meaning.

Enjambment The continuation of a sentence without a 

pause beyond the end of a line, couplet, or 

stanza.

Context The circumstances that form the setting for 

something, and that allow us to 

understand it.

Effect A consequence of an action (noun).

Affect To make a difference to something (verb).

Annotation Adding notes and interpretations to a text

Extended 

Metaphor

A metaphor that is created throughout the text.

Culture The ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a 

particular people or society.

Identity The characteristics that make something or someone 

what it is.

Form The form of a poem is the overarching pattern of the 

poem - how it looks on the page.

Language How a writer uses words and phrases to have an 

impact on the reader.

Structure The order or arrangement of a text.

Tone The general attitude of a piece of writing.

Writer’s 

intentions

Specific choices that the writer makes when they 

create a text.

Language Techniques Structure Techniques

Skills Context


