
Crafting Writing: Fiction Writing (Spring 1) 

Fictional writing can either be in the form of description or narrative. Descriptive writing is where you use the five senses to describe something – it does not include 
speech, character, or action. Narrative writing is also know as story writing. 

Big Questions and Key Concepts

Power Morality                 Conflict Tragedy

1. How do you ‘show’ rather than ‘tell’ in your writing?
2. What is the effect of varied sentence types and varied 

punctuation? 
3. How do I create an engaging opening piece of writing?
4. Can I use different types of figurative language? 
5. Why is it important to develop a strong character/voice?
6. How can I include structural techniques in my writing? 

Key Vocabulary

Exposition Telling the reader information rather than showing them. 

Simple sentence A short sentence that contains one piece of information. 

Compound sentence
Two simple sentences connected with a conjunction/connective 
such as ‘and’.  

Complex sentence
A sentence that contains more than one piece of information 
that uses commas to separate that information. 

Semicolon ;

A piece of punctuation that replaces a connective. You need to 
make sure that both sides of the semicolon make sense on their 
own as independent sentences!  

Dash –
Can replace a comma. You could use two dashes in place of 
brackets.

Discourse markers The opening words or phrases of a paragraph. 

Narrative hook An engaging idea that “hooks” the reader in. 

Figurative language
Metaphors, similes, and personification are the three most 
common forms of figurative language. 

Narrative voice The tone or “voice” of the narrator. What the character sounds 
like.

Point of view First person, second person, and third person. 

Analepsis A flashback. 

Prolepsis A flash forward. 

Fictional Writing Top Tips

1. Magpie ideas, words, sentences, phases, etc. 

2. Your examiner only reads your work once – it doesn’t matter if you’ve used the same 
simile in the last ten drafts in school – it will be the first time they have seen it!

3. It is always better to stretch one idea/description, then bombard your work with lots of 
ideas/different descriptions. Less is more.

4. Vary your sentences and sentence lengths. It will make your writing more compelling to 
read. 

5. You only get one first impression… Make sure your opening line is interesting. E.g. one 
word sentence, a simile/metaphor, a rhetorical question, etc. 

6. An interesting use of structure is a quick and easy way to move up the mark scheme. A 
repeated phrase. A one sentence paragraph. 

7. Use lots of figurative language! (similes, metaphors, personification). 
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Crafting Writing: Non-fiction Writing (Spring 2) 

Non-fiction writing is a broad genre of writing that encompasses all texts that aren't rooted in a fictional narrative. This type of writing revolves around real facts and/or 
opinions, as well as real people and/or events.

Big Questions and Key Concepts

Power Morality                 Conflict Tragedy

1. How is rhetoric writing used to inspire change?
2. Can I identify different forms of non-fiction writing? 
3. How do we use different forms of non-fiction writing to achieve 

different purposes? 
4. Can I use different narrative voices in my writing?
5. What emotions can I convey in my writing?
6. Can I write a persuasive war speech?

Key Vocabulary

Rhetoric A persuasive form of writing or way of speaking.

Pathos Using moving language to create a desired emotion.

Logos Using fact and logic.

Ethos
Sounding like an expert to make your writing or words more 
believable.

Purpose
What you are trying to achieve with your writing e.g. argue, 
advise, inform, or persuade.

Audience Who your writing is targeted towards.

Form
The type of writing you are using e.g. speech, article, leaflet, or 
letter.

Formal writing
Writing for an audience you do not know on a personal level.
Formal writing is serious.

Tone
The attitude your writing conveys e.g. humorous, sarcastic, 
serious.

Perspective The point of view you are writing from.

Narrative voice Using a perspective other than your own to convey a certain 
tone.

Rhetorical devices Non-fiction writing techniques e.g. DAFOREST

Non-Fiction Writing Top Tips

1. Magpie ideas, words, sentences, phases, etc. 

2. Your examiner only reads your work once – it doesn’t matter if you’ve used the same 
simile in the last ten drafts in school – it will be the first time they have seen it!

3. Often, the more you write on this question the less engaging it becomes. Write no 
more than five paragraphs. Less is more.

4. Vary your sentences and sentence lengths. It will make your writing more compelling 
to read. 

5. You only get one first impression… Make sure your opening line is interesting. E.g. 
starting with an anecdote.

6. An interesting use of structure is a quick and easy way to move up the mark scheme. A 
repeated phrase. A one sentence paragraph. 

7. Use lots of rhetorical devices! (DAFOREST). 


