
Year 9 GCSE ART – Artist Studies 
Key Term Definition

Silhouette A silhouette is the image of a person, 
animal, object or scene represented as a 
solid shape of a single colour, usually 
black. The interior of a silhouette is 
featureless, usually presented on a 
light/white background. 

Pop Art An art movement that emerged in the 
United Kingdom during the mid- to late-
1950s. The movement includes imagery 
from popular and mass culture, such as 
advertising, comic books and mundane 
objects.

Graffiti Writing or drawings made on a wall or 
other surface. 

Artist Studies

Kara Walker born November 26, 1969 is an 
American contemporary painter, silhouettist, 
print-maker, installation artist, filmmaker,

Kerby Rosanes born in 1990 is a Philippines based 
illustrator, who uses fine liner, ink and marker to 
create. (1990 - present)

Greg Mike born Connecticut America in 1982. 
Reinvents public spaces through art and design. 
Vivid explosions of colour filtered through a 
Surrealist Pop Art perspective.

Keith Haring born in 1958, in Pennsylvania, USA. 
He is a Pop Art artist, who works in chalk, 
Lithography, silk-screening, etching, woodcuts, 
embossing.

Jenny Saville born 7 May 1970) is a contemporary 
British painter, known for her large-scale painted 
depictions of women. 
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Illustration An illustration is a decoration, 
interpretation or visual explanation 
of a text, concept or process, 
designed for integration in print 
and digital published media, such 
as posters, flyers, magazines and 
books.

Optical 
(Op) Art

Op art, short for optical art, is a 
style of visual art that uses optical 
illusions. Op art works are abstract, 
with many better known pieces 
created in black and white. 
Typically, they give the viewer the 
impression of movement, hidden 
images, flashing and vibrating 
patterns

Water-
colour

Refers both to the medium and 
works of art made using the 
medium of watercolour – a water 
soluble paint with transparent 
properties. 

Artist Studies

Banksy -Born in Bristol England, Banksy is street artist, 
political activist and film director whose real name and 
identity remain unconfirmed His works of political and 
social commentary have appeared on streets, walls and 
bridges throughout the world.[

Lora Zombie, born in Russia May, 1990. is a self taught 
acrylic and water colour painter.  

Matt Chu is a artist and illustrator based in Coventry. A 
highly detailed, psychedelic art style into large scale 
murals, limited edition prints, and original paintings. 

Bridget Riley is an English painter. She is one of the best 
known names in op art, an art movement which uses 
optical illusions, wavy lines and black and white.

Rebecca Fontaine-Wolf is a London based artist, her 
work predominantly focuses on painting and 
portraiture, exploring themes surrounding female 
identity and mortality.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banksy#cite_note-3

