
 
Biology – B7 Animal Coordination (autumn term) 

Key Vocabulary  
 

Adrenal gland - A gland located on top of a 
kidney that produces the hormone adrenalin.  
 
Endocrine gland - An organ that makes and 
releases hormones into the blood. 
 
Hormone - Chemical messenger that is released 
into the blood from an endocrine gland and 
causes target cells to change how they work. 
 
Pancreas - Organ in the body that produces some 
digestive enzymes, as well as the hormones 
insulin and glucagon. 
 
Pituitary gland - An organ just below the brain 
that controls many activities of the body (e.g. 
metabolic rate and the menstrual cycle). 
  
Glycogen - A polymer storage material made 
from glucose, particularly in liver cells 
 
Glucagon - A hormone that increases blood 
glucose concentration. 
 
Menstrual cycle - A monthly cycle involving the 
reproductive organs in women. 
 
Oestrogen - A hormone produced by the ovaries 
which is important in the menstrual cycle. 
 
Progesterone - One of the hormones released by 
the ovaries. 
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Luteinising hormone - A hormone produced by 
the pituitary gland that causes ovulation. 
Follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) -  A hormone 
produced by the pituitary gland that causes egg 
cells to mature in ovaries. 
 
Corpus luteum - A structure formed from the egg 
follicle after an egg cell is released from an 
ovary. It produces progesterone. 
 
Homeostasis - Controlling the internal 
environment of the body at stable levels. 
 
Hypothalamus - Part of the brain that monitors 
and controls body temperature. 
 
Thermoregulation - The control of body 
temperature, especially in core parts of the body 
(e.g. heart, liver and brain). 
 
Osmoregulation - The control of the balance of 
water and mineral ions in the body. 
 
Nephron - Long tubule found in the kidney where 
filtration of blood occurs, and reabsorption of 
useful substances, leaving waste and excess 
substances in urine. 
 
Selective reabsorption - Taking back particular 
(useful) substances, such as glucose and some 
mineral ions, into the nephron. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


