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Section A: Key Vocabulary
Keyword Definition

Ecosystem All the physical environmental factors and all the organisms that are 

found in a habitat

Environment The conditions in a habitat caused by physical environmental factors.

Community All the organisms that live in a habitat.

Habitat The place where an organism lives, for example a woodland

Species A group of organisms that can reproduce with each other to produce 

offspring that will also be able to reproduce. 

Variation The differences between things

Adaptation The features that plants and animals have to help them live in a 

particular place. 

Inherited variation Differences between organisms passed on to offspring by their 

parents in reproduction. 

Deciduous Plants that lose their leaves in winter.

Evergreen Plants that do not lose their leave in winter

Hibernation When animals hide away during the winter and become very 

inactive.

Migration When animals move to different areas depending on the season.

Nocturnal Organisms that are active at night.

Carnivore An animal that only eats other animals

Competition Some organisms need the same things as each other. We say that 

they compete for these things.

Consumer An organism that has to eat other organisms to stay alive. Animals are 

consumers. 

Food chain A way of showing what eats what in a habitat.

Food web Many food chains linked together.

Herbivore An animal that only eats plants

Interdependence Species that depend on one another are said to be interdependent.

Omnivore An animal that eats both plants and other animals.

Population The number of a certain organism found in a certain area.

Predator An animal that catches and eats other animals

Prey An animal that is caught and eaten by another animal.

Producer An organism that is able to make its own food. Plants are producers.

Pest An organism that damages things that humans want to use.

Pesticide A chemical substance that kills pests.

Pyramid of 

numbers

Way of showing the numbers of different organisms in a food chain. 

It is drawn as a stack of bars of different lengths, with producers on 

the bottom bar. 

Continuous variation
Measurements can have 
any value within limits 
(eg height)

Discontinuous variation
There is not a 
continuous range of 
measurements (eg shoe 
size)

Adaptations

Many of an organisms features come from its parents. These features 
are inherited. Inherited variation occurs because of sexual 
reproduction. All gametes (sex cells) contain slightly different 
instructions for features. A different sperm cell and egg cell are used to 
produce each offspring, so each inherits a slightly different mix of 
features.

As seasons change, some organisms also change. In winter, deciduous 
trees lose their leaves as there is not as much sunlight for photosynthesis 
to occur. Some animals change their fur or feathers in order to blend into 
the snow and hide from predators.

Some animals, such as hedgehogs and bear become inactive In winter 
when there is less food available. This is hibernation. Other animals 
migrate (move) to different places to find food and for warmer weather.



Population changesFood webs Pyramid of numbers
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Changes in the population of organisms can have an effect 
on other organisms that rely on them. This can lead to 
numbers of certain organisms dying off or experiencing a 
boom in numbers if predator or prey numbers change.

Energy transfers in a food chain Use of pesticides


