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Year 7 Autumn Term – 7B – Sexual reproduction in animals

Section A: Key Vocabulary
Keyword Definition
Egg cell The female sex cell (gamete)

External 
fertilisation

When fertilisation happens outside of the bodies of the parents.

Fertilisation Fusing (two things joining together) of a male gamete with a female 
gamete.

Gamete A cell used for sexual reproduction
Internal fertilisation When fertilisation happens inside the body of a parent.

Offspring The new organisms produced by reproduction.
Sperm cell The male sex cell (gamete)

Adapted When something has special features that allow it to carry out its 
function.

Cervix Ring of muscle at the bottom of the uterus in females
Cilia Small hairs on the surface of some cells.

Glands Special tissues that make and release substances. The glands in the 
male reproductive system add a special liquid to the sperm cells to 
make semen.

Menopause When the ovaries in woman stop releasing eggs.

Ovary Female reproductive organ which produces egg cells.

Oviduct Carries eggs cells from the ovaries to the uterus in females. Also known 
as the fallopian tubes. Fertilisation happens here.

Puberty Time during which big physical changes happen in the body.
Scrotum Bag of skin containing the testes in males.

Semen Mixture of sperm and special fluids released by males during 
ejaculation.

Sperm duct Tube that carries sperm cells from the testes to the urethra.
Testis/testes Male reproductive organ.

Urethra Tube that carries urine from the bladder. 
Uterus Organ in females in which a baby develops. Also known as the womb.

Vagina Tube in females leading from the cervix to the outside. The penis is 
placed here during sexual intercourse.

Amnion Bag containing amniotic fluid.
Amniotic fluid Liquid surrounding the growing embryo and protecting it.
Ejaculation When semen is pumped out of the man’s penis.
Embryo Tiny new human life that grows by cell division from a fertilised egg cell.

Implantation When an embryo sinks into the lining of the uterus.
Placenta Attached to the uterus wall, this takes oxygen and food out of the 

mother’s blood and puts waste materials into the mothers blood.
Pregnant/pregnanc
y

When a female animal has an embryo growing inside her uterus.

Sexual intercourse ‘Sex’, ‘having sex’ or ‘making love’, during which semen is ejaculated 
into the end of the vagina.

Umbilical cord Carried food, oxygen and waste between the placenta and the growing 
embryo or foetus.

Menstruation When the lining of the uterus and a little blood pass out of the vagina as 
part of the menstrual cycle. Also known as a ‘period’

Ovulation Releasing of an egg from the ovary
Adolescence Time when physical and emotional changes occur in teenagers.


