
Key Terms

Tragedy A play dealing with tragic events and 
having an unhappy ending, 
especially one concerning the 
downfall of the main character. 

Protagonist The leading character or one of the 
major characters in the play. 

Antagonist A person who actively apposes or is 
hostile to someone or something. 

Prologue A separate introductory section of a 
play. 

Monologue A long speech by one actor in a play 
or film.

Soliloquy An act of speaking a character’s 
thoughts aloud for the audience to 
hear.

Dramatic irony A character's words or actions is 
understood by the audience but not 
by the character. 

Foreshadowing A warning or indication of a future 
event. 

Juxtaposition Two things put close together with 
contrasting effect. 

Oxymoron A figure of speech in which 
apparently contradictory terms 
appear in conjunction (e.g. faith 
unfaithful kept him falsely true). 

Iambic 
pentameter

A line of verse with five metrical 
feet, each consisting of one short 
(or unstressed) syllable followed by 
one long (or stressed) syllable.

Prose Written or spoken language in its 
ordinary form, without metrical 
structure. 

Metaphor A word or phrase is applied to an 
object or action to which it is not 
literally applicable. 

Simile The comparison of one thing with 
another thing of a different kind, 
used to make a description more 
emphatic or vivid.
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Big Questions

Power Morality Conflict Tragedy

1. Who is William Shakespeare?
2. What was life like in Elizabethan times?
3. What was theatre like during Elizabethan times?
4. What are the generic features of Shakespeare’s plays?
5. What are the conventions of Shakespeare’s villains?
6. What techniques are used to reveal a villain? 
7. Why are motives and intentions of a villain important? 
8. Can I consider character perspective?
9. How is gender explored in Shakespeare’s villains?
10. Can I analyse Shakespeare’s use of language?

The Globe

• The Globe Theatre was where many of Shakespeare’s plays were performed. 
• It was constructed in 1599 by the Burbage brothers. 
• It was octagon shaped, roofless, with a stage and three galleries surrounding it.
• It was 80x80 ft. and held about 3,000 people.
• Shakespeare’s Globe had to have special permission to have a thatched roof- there 

has been a law against thatched buildings in London since the Great Fire in 1666.

• There is proof that Shakespeare was baptised on 26th April 
1564, meaning Shakespeare was probably born on April 23rd,  
3 days before.

• Shakespeare’s parents were John and Mary Shakespeare 
(nee Arden). John came to Stratford from Snitterfield before 
1532 as an apprentice glover and tanner of leathers. 

• Shakespeare had seven siblings.
• Shakespeare married his wife Anne Hathaway when he was 

18. She was 26 and was pregnant with Shakespeare’s child 
when they married. Their first child Susanna was born six 
months after the wedding. He had three children in total.

• Shakespeare lived in Stratford-upon-Avon most of his life, 
apart from when he moved to London to write, act and 
perform his plays at The Globe.

• Shakespeare wrote at least 37 plays and 150 poems.

Famous Plays…

Romeo & Juliet, Macbeth, Hamlet, Midsummer Night’s Dream, Othello, Tempest, Richard III, Julius Caesar

Shakespeare’s 
Villains:

Macbeth
Lady Macbeth
Tybalt
Richard III
Claudius
Iago

The Elizabethan Era

The Elizabethan Era took place from 1558 to 1603 and is 
considered by many historians to be the golden age in 
English History. During this era England experienced 
peace and prosperity while the arts flourished. The 
time period is named after Queen Elizabeth I who ruled 
England during this time.


