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Dear Parent
Keeping in Touch

Year 11

| want to start with a well done to the Year 11 students, the year group \abae are working
really hard towards their upcoming examinations. Year tasregularlybe found inadditional
study support sessions before school, after school and during lmoshtimes. | need to alsald
a big thank you to the stafffho give up so much of their time to work with the students.

Attendance to Parent Evenings

Since Christmas, we have had Subject Evenings for all year groups. | want to thank parents for
comingalong to these. Our attendance levels were the highest we have ever had. It was great to
see so many parents in school on those evenings. Remember if you do have any concerns, please
contact subject teachers or Heads of Year to discuss th@iease do nofeel that you have to
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Class Charts

Please remember to use Class Charts to find out key information about your students, such as
rewards, behaviour and attendance. From September 281l%0mework and detentions will

only be recorded by teachers on Class Chartsudents will have their own recording system, this

will either be a planner or academic diary; however this will only be for students to record their
own personal reminders or additional t&s from a lesson. It is therefore important that all
students and parents have access to their Class Charts accounts. Reminder information of log on
details can be issued if requested.

We will be trialling this system from Easter 20%3o if you or your child need a reminder of your
log in details to Class Charts, pleasantact school, or ask your child to request information from
their form tutor.

World Book Week Dan WalkerBaliRai

Well done to the library team who organised so many evéotdNorld Book Day. Approximately
£900was rased through the noruniform day and other fundraising events. Lots of teachers looked
fantastic as well in their World Book Day outfjsee the plotograph below) This moneywill be
used to purchase new booltsr the library. We are always getting new requests for books from
students; it will be great to get them ordered.

As part of World Book Day we also had two authors in schooldaksio thestudents. Dan Walker,
author of the Sky Thieves serieame in and spoke to the whole of Year 7 and a number of Year 8
students went to Long Eaton School to meet author Bali Rai. An amazing experience for all involved.



Dress code and PE Kit

Pease be ware thatthe dress codenust be followed at all times. A particular issue at the moment

Is trainers being worn by students, trainers (including plain black ones) must not be worn to school.
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made of a stretchy material. | am happy to check any item of uniform before you spend any money
on clothing. Please do not let your child tell you that it will be acceptable as it is what everyone else
wears.

Pleasealso beaware that students areot allowed piercings apart from ear piercings and need to
be wearing the correct colour tie and school blazer in school at all times. Staff will allow students
to take blazers off in lessons as the weather becomes warmer.

To ensue studentswere warmover the Winter periodywhen outside in PE lessonge introduced

anew jumper earlyhat is availabléo buy. They are a great investment and are fleece lined so nice
and warm and your son or daughter will bel@to use them year aétr year.The jumpes can be
purchased from Morley school weam Chaddesderin relation to the PE outdoor kit currently, we

ask that no hooded tops or colours other than black are worn please but layering up using items
like black long sleeve tops or ig&’ are recommended

We are currently reviewing the schodPE kit and there will be amendment® the PE kit in
September. Once these have been confirmed, | will send out more details.

Cycling
We are still monitoring the behaviour of students cyclingatal from school at the momenAll

students with bikes have been warned that poor behaviour on bikes to and from school will lead
to a lifetime ban on the use of their bike.

INSET Days:
As soon as the catdar has been finalised for 202920, | will sendt out. | can confirm that the

school will useFriday6 Septembe asan INSET dago students will return to school afténe
summer holiday on Monday"™September. A reminder as well that the final INSET day fer th
academic year is on Friday 2Jsine.

Yours faithfully
-7 A -
<+ 17 o
" N "wa'je.
Zoe House
Headteacher
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR STUDENTS AND PAREN
20182019 ACADEMIC YEAR

THE SCHOOL YEAR

Spring Term Monday 7th Januaryg Friday 12th April
Summer Term Monday 29thApril ¢ Thursday 25th July
Half Term Holiday Monday 27th May Friday 31st May
May Bank Holiday Monday 6th May

STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING DAYS

INSET Day 5 | Friday 2% June

EVENTS AND MEETINGS

Year 7 Grade Reports issued Friday 19 April

Year 7 Exams Begin Monday % July
Year 7 Form Tutor Evening (Reports issued) Thursday 18 July
Year 8 Grade Reports issued Friday 12th April
Year 8 Exams Begin Monday % July
Year 8 Form Tutor Evening (Reports issued) Thursday 18th July
Year 9 Grade Reports issued Friday 12th April
Year 9 Trial Exams Begin Tuesday'"™May

Year 9 Form Tutor Evening (Reports issued) Thursday 18 July

Year 10 Subject Evening (Grade Reports issued| Tuesday 30 April
Year 10 Revision Evening Thursday 273 May
:r) Year 10 Trial Exams Begin Monday 17 June
= Year 10 Form Tutor Evening (Reports issued) Thursday 18 July
& | Year 11 Subject Evening (Reports issued) Wednesday 10 April
é‘ Year 11 GCSE Exams Begin Monday 18 May
Year 11 Leavers Celebration Ceremony Tuesday 1% June
Year 11 Prom Friday 2% June
Skills Academy Student Progress Evening Tuesday 30 April




Lees Brook Sport

Derby City Schools Gymnastics Competitidivednesday 1 December
Gongratulations to the gymnasts who represented Lees Brook at the Derby City Schools
gymnastics competition oWednesday 12 December.

Students included\leah Boot, Florence Hayden, Amber Burnetglissa Meredith and Bethany
Loomes.

Aleah Boot 1st place (Level 1)
Amber Burnett 2nd place (Level 1)
Florence Hayden3rd place (Level 2)

Year 7 and Netball teams
We have had a fantastic season so far with ¢
netball teams. The girls have demonstratg
excellent commitmentto developing their
skills through regularly attending practice
and this is now being seen with success
match results. Keep up the good work gi
and get ready for our tournaments next ha
term!

Year 7 Indoo Sportshall Athletics Winners; Wednesday 2% January

A huge congratulations to the Year 7 boys and girls team that successfully won the Derby City
Indoor Sportdall Athletics Competition. Both teams have now fully qualified for the
DerbyshireCounty Finals which is to be held at Derby imdArena on Pride Park in March.

Derbyshire Schools Cross Country

Both Year 11students were in the top 20's so performed to an
excellent ability despite extremely cold and very muddy
conditions.




Y10/Y11 Rewards Trip Swadlincote SkCentre- Monday 17" December

Forty two Year 10 students and ninete¥gar 11 students went to SwadlincoBki centre to take

part in skiing, tubing and tobogganing. All students enjoyed the opportunity to take part in this
exciting rewards trignd behaviour was exemplary throughout the entire trip. Some of the
students had previously been to the ski centmad for others it was their first experience. It was
brilliant to see allstudentsdevelop their skills and gain more confidence in skiing over the course
of the day, regardless of whether they had any prior experience or were a complete beginner.

Year D Ideas4Careers Workshops
On Tuesday 18th and Thaatay 20th December last term, sixtgar 10 students took part in three
workshops relating to careers amanployment in the future.

Inthed 2 KI G Q& weorkshdp stydSnikssterviewed working people tfind out what line of
work theywerein. The workshop allowed the students to broaden horizons of local jobs and the
range of skillsgqualities and qualifications needed to do these jobs. This was followdxy (fhe
Apprentice'workshop and involvedtudents working in groups of 6 with an employer to design
andmake a fashioproduct using a range of craftaterials. Each group then had pach their
design and product to 'Lord and Lady Sugar' aka Mr McColgan and Miss Mudflag an
eventual winner wa declared. The workshop allowed students to develop team work skills and a
range of employability skills as well as beintg & fun.

The 'Know Your Potential Employaenorkshopallowed studentgo developtheir digital careers
literacy skillsThe stulents had to research a local company who were recruiting new employees
and find out as much as they could about that company in preparation for an intervieay.also
becameaware of how employers use social media to shortlist and recruit new employeldba
need to be carefuhow they present themselves on these platforms.

Richard Smith from ‘ldeas4Careers I who facilitated the workshopsas high in his praise
for our students. He wrotéo the school after the event commenting that:

‘The studets were amazing and really threw themselves headlong in to the workshops and look
to have got a lot out of them. Their behaviour was excellent and are a real credit to the school.
The employers equally enjoyed the events and were impressed by the datlii@egoung people.

| look forward to being in Lees Brook sometime in the future'

The students who took part are to be congratulated on their excellent engagement and thanks is
due to 'ldeas4Careers' and the local employfersdelivering such a fantastset of workshops.



KS3School Choir visit to AsdaThursday 28 December

A group oKS3 and KS4 studerfitad a fabulous afternoon at Spondéisda, just before breaking

up for the Christmas holidays. Here they sang festive songs to raise money for The Revive Centre,
a community charity in association with Spondon Asda and one of our GCSE Music students
performed as aoloist bothsinging and omthe guitar.

Sudents get an insight into the Rail Industry Thursday 1€ and Tuesday 15 January

On Thursday 10th and Tuesday 15th January during morning lessons students in Year 9 took part
inworkshopsaboul KS wl Af Ly RdzaidNE 7T l¢domgadywhiobse a@idge W[ S
of innovative and creative methods to engage and motivate learners especially in subject areas
like Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). The Workshdpekearénto

three separate one hour sessions in a rotation format.
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routes to follow to become a Rail Engineer. This was done in the form of an interactive quiz with
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guestions. After each question, they looked at the answatado see if they had answered
correctly and why they chose a particular answer. They were then provided with the correct and
more detailed answer.

Workshop 2 was all about innovation and use of technology in rail industry. The students worked
in small teams and were given an information card about one particular area related to the rail
industry and challenged to design an app that would improvearust experience of using trains.
They were provided witla booklet to help prompt their design and finally had to present their
design to the rest of the group. There were several innovative designs put forward and one that
the facilitators were particuldy impressed with was an app to improve the experience of people
with sight impairments using trains.

Workshop 3 looked at the other skills needed to work in the rail industry and how to get them.
This was delivered through a facilitated group discussiog, f t 26 SR o6& | (Sl Yg
based problem solving activity. The workshop concluded with a short reflection about what skills
the students used in that activity, how they could improve or better utilise their skills to improve

the outcome and whichfahese skills transfer to the rail industry.

As a result of taking part in the Workshop a small group of Year 9s who really excelled at the
workshops will go on to take part im&Rail showcase event at Pride Park later this term



Year 9 Ambassadof¥isit to the National Holocaust Memorial CentreMonday 14" January

In preparation for Holomust Memorial week a group of &e9 students were invited by Derby
City Council to go to the Holocaust Memorial Cente listened to a Holocaust survivor who
recounted her story of how, when she was a girl, her family was persecuted and then forced to
split up and flee Germany in search of a safe place to live. Her story was harrskenged in
constant fear of being discovered and relying on the kindneseaery of otheswho hid them

from the Nazis.

Y10 NCFE Graphic Packaging \§sihursday 17 and Friday 18 January

Year 1O0NCFE Graphic Design studewitsited Graphic Packaging International, Coalville where
they hadan insight in to the world of Graphic Design. They had a tallagxpg the concepts of
Graphic Bsign and the process involvedalong with the opportunity of asking the designers,
managers and HR questions about the company, career pathways and their roles. We were also
lucky enough to be given a tour of the print factory whetedentscould see firshand the
manufacturing procsses in action This insight will give the students great knowledge to
complete part of their controlled assessment.




Year 11 CV writing Workshopd hursday 17th January

All Year 11 students completed a tlwour workshop on how to write a good quality CV. Students
were given advice and guidance by actual employers from a range of fields, this helped them
understand pitfalls and best practice of CV writing. As students begin to focus on their next steps
after Lees Brook, developing important employability based skills like CV writing isStitdents
commented that this session was valuable as they were able to have an employer insight into
their CV. They also gave important information about what needdéancluded to ensure their

CV stands out from otherslhank you to all thbusinesseshat supported this event from a wide
range of businesses including Bombardier, Rolls Royce, Derby City Council, DANSE&®P and
many more, without employefamazng support these eventsould nottake place.

Homopoly Testing DayYear 8¢ Friday 18' January

The Homopolyroject continues to work towards an inclusive education for all with a focus on
LGBT+. As part of the project the school is involved in developing many resources that will be used
across Europe in schools to contribute towards a better understandingrabkexuality. Year 8
studentscame off timetable for three lessons to have these resources delivered to them by their
classroom teachers. Students were fully engaged in lessonsdaplayeda very mature
approachyaising many questions and discussiongeir classedn one group atudent said that

they would not have thought about some of the issues had it not been for the lesson.

Derby University Lecturer, Fiona Shelton and Assistant Head, Laura Turner from Merrill observed
all lessonsvith Miss Kendall to look at engagement and resources delivered. They were
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around them.

Y9Progression PathwasyWorkshops; Derby Universityg Monday 25! and Friday 2% January

The whole of ¥ar 9 spent a morning at Derby University on eitheft 8t 25" January. They
completed a Progression Pathways Workshop which was designed for them to see routes
forwards in education after completing their GCSE. The workshop ahti#en to start working

on a plan to achieve the qualifications they would require for their chosen careers. As part of the
experience students were given a tor of the university to sedoth the academic and social
facilities on offer. The students enjeg the experience and the timing of the workshop
complimented the options process at school.
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group of Year 8 students on Thursday"2nuary. The theme of the session focused on what
engineers do and how their work affects our lives. The students rotated around a series of three
practical workshops and through these activities thvegre given information highlighting the

skills required to become a modern engineer while improving their awareness of engineering
locally and globally.

In the IEngineemworkshop students were challenged to complete a haadsinteractive robotic
engineering challenge, testing their solutions in a e S R aNR 620G NBf I &¢
highlighted the key engineering skills of teamwork and problem solving.

TheEngineering X Factavorkshop shattered the myths that surround engineering usingigtya

of handson challenges and braiteasers. This session highlighted to students the key skills and
the qualifications required to follow a career in engineering. Students were shown that there are
a variety of ways to follow a career in the many ardied disciplines of engineering including
apprenticeships anthrough engineering degrees ahiversities.

The Drawing Boardvorkshop encouraged students to create an innovative product or solution
linked to the local community and working in small tedimsy had to present their ideas to their
peers.

The students were fully engaged in the workshops and were very positive in their feedback after
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the level of engagement by the students.

Engineering is an araghere there are significant skill shortages in the UK and the focus for the
school in providing these opportunities is hopefully to inspire students to look at these areas
when choosing their future options.

KS4 Vet Science talk®Monday 28th Janary

Studentsin Year 9, 10 and 11 that had expressed interest in progressing into the field of Veterinary
Science or working in Animal Care had the opportunity to speak to and question a current Vet
Physio. Students gained information about what it takes ¢bi@ve success in this aspirational
career and what the day to day job involves, as weltbages of entry to thatcareer.

Y9¢ Wour Choice Presentatidly Wednesday30" January

On Wednesday 30th January, all Year 9 students were involved in theCkolae' presentation.
Guest speakers tadklto students about decisions thénad made and how it affected their life.
Students were able to listen first harid choices that these adults had made and how it had
shaped their lives. It was an emotive afternoon but hopefully, allowed our students to reflect on
the life they want and what it takes to get there!



Y9- WW1 History Tripg 315t January

On31st January, 30 Year 9 students braved the cold to travel
to the Staffordshire Regiment Museum as part of our study
of World War One in History. They were able to try
uniforms, handle weapons and tour the reconstructed
trench. We also visited the Nationk&lemorial Arboretum,
viewing a number of memorials dedicated to those who
fought for our country. The experience gave students a
greater understanding of the hardships suffered by those
who fought and the sacrifices made.

Numbei

On 1st February 2019 welebrated National Number Day alongside thousands of other schools
nationwide to raise as much money and awareness for the NSPCC. During the week prior to
Number Day students were updated on all that the NSPCC has to offer young people and what to
do if they or their friends need support. All forms competed to raise the most amount of money
through donations or events throughout the weélherewas a cake sale to raise further money

and all the cakes were donations made or bought by youngsters and staff.

We are pleased to announce that we raised more money than last year raising a total of £248.78.
Thank you to everyone who donated their time or money to the charity and anyone who joined
in.



Sudent visit to entertain Cavendish
Close Primary Schopupils - Tuesdays™
February

On the 5th February 2019 some students
took atrip to Cavendish Close Primary
School to perform to Yea4, 5 and 6 in
an assembly. This waan excellent
morning filledwith performances from
our very ownYear 78,9 and 10 students.
The last piece performed was 'Count on
me' by the KS3 Lees Brook Choir el
pupils from Cavendis@lose Primary
Shool allsang along.

Big Bang Bombardier visit Wednesday &' February

On Wednesday 6th February, the Big Bang Regional winners visited Bombardier in Derby, to test
their idea in a "real life" situationThe staff from Bombardier were very accommodating and
helpful, and the students were able to test andgdbgraph their idea on one of the new trains
being made at the site. The students were impeccélelyaved as usual and the visit was both
extremely useful and insightful.

This testing of our idea has led to further developments and an improved producivhare
now taking to the Big Bang Final on 13id 14th of MarchWe would like to thank Bombardier
for their continued support in the development of our project and look forward to continued
collaboration in the future.

Music Production workbop - Thursday 1 February
Eyez the rapper and Max Wheeler who created VIP Studios, which is an online music technology
composition software, came in to school on Thursdéy@bruary.

Students from Year 7 andv@ere enthused to have their very own workshejith Derby's finest
rapper 'Eyez' and Max Wheeler who performed in both sessions. Here, students were able to
write rap lyrics, create their own grime drum beats and have a go at stgkng on the
microphone with Eyeat was a great morning had by all.

Y11¢ National Apprenticeship Service Presentatiqrv™" February

All students in Year 11 were lucky enough to have an interesting and informative assembly
delivered by The National Apprenticeship Service. The assembly included information about what
apprenticeships are, the different types and expected, s/ well as direct feedback from a
recently qualified electrician who had qualified through an apprenticeship. The assembly was
followed by workshops aimed at students who have expressed interegpaimaking in
apprenticeships and gave further detail on how to find apprenticeships as well as the application
process.



Skills Academy Health & Social Care visit to Gables Care Hortte-ebruary

The Health and Social Care groupited The Gal#ds Care Homeas part of their course. The
studentsreally enjoyed the visit and it has given them a really good insight into working in a care
centredenvironment for elderly people. They learnt abgaticies and procedureand how what

they have been learingis implemented on a daily basiacludinghow the care home runs.

The studentdearnt that working with older peoples something they had not really thought
about doing as a career, but since the visit a couple have changed their amddlsisa possility
they may want to explore in the futureThe students found they could communicate with the
residents and found the residents glad to have visitorsvds a worthwhile visit and we have
established a good working relationship with the carent@oand are going to arrange some
further activities A couple of the students have expressadinterest in doingsome work
experience there. Lees Brook alreadiiad linksto the care home and this vidiias further
strengthened thee

TechnologyFaculty

The Technology faculty are pleagedannounce the 3D Printer is now up and running and being
used with GCSE Design and Technology students, along with other Computer Aided
Manufacturing machines such as the laser cutter and CAM sewing machirgeuseid across all
school years.

The Technology department are also trying to reduce the amount of new plastics being bought
by the school due to thbuge environmental issues linked to them, which is increasingly being
seen inthe media. Miss Siviter wald love to know if any local manufacturing factories have
waste acrylic that could be used, which would otherwise be disposed of, to help educate students
on reusing and the effect plastics have on landfill and the world around them.

Years 7/8/9¢ Derbyshire School Book AwardsDerby Universityg 13" February

During the Autumn 2 and Spring 1 term the Lees Bookers Book gawepbleen taking part in the
Derbyshire School Book Awardehe group have been meeting once a week and discussing the 6
booksalong withtaking part in various activitieSOn Wednesday 13th February we went along
to Derby University for the DSBA Fikakent where we were joined by other schools from around
Derbyshire.The winner of the award was the book 'Shell' which was amitiy Paula Rawsthorne,
who we were lucky enough to meet on the day along with the runner up, Dan Walker.

Y10¢ Health Care Insight Day 13" February

A targeted group of Year 10 students attended an event to gain hands on experience into the
Medical and Health Care professions at the University of Derby. The day included a tour of the
fantastic facilities at the Kedleston Road Campus, Q and A with industry experts, as well as
students beingable to pick sessions based on their interests, with AduisMg, Mental Health
Nursing, Diagnostic Radiotherapy and Biomedical Health all being available. These types of
experiences are so valuable to students and was of great interest to all who took part.
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Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama students were inditecitch a performance dP ¢ KS | v NB § dzN.
by Frantic Assembly at the Curve Theatre, Leicediee. Unreturningexplores the profound

effect that wa has on young lives, and askghat does coming home really mean? What is home?

And when experience has shattered you into a million pieces, will home help to put you together
again, or treat you as an ugly truth it does not want to confront?

Y11¢ GCSE Musig Performance courseworkecordingg 14" February

The GCSE Music students performed their solo and ensemble performanceslehithesbruary

for 30% of their GCSE Musimurse marks. All students worked very hard and have shown great
progressn their chosen instrument since their November performance mocks. Thank you to Mr
Culling and Mr Brown for their participation and support on the day.

Design & Technology Rolls Royce visit5™ February

30 Year 9 students visited Rolls Royce in Devltlg,the intention of inspiring the next generation

of engineers, and to learn about the apprenticeship opportunities available. Students had the
pleasure of having a tour of the museum and a tour of the Apprentice Workshop, where the
students were encowged to ask the apprenticdsts of questions.In the afternoon the students
were asked to test their design skills, to design a plane, followsgeificcriteria, test it and
present their idea to the group. The visit was hugely informative and enjbyedl.
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A record number of students

are working towards the Duke
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at Lees Brook Community

School, making usne of the

largest providers in the city.

This year, 115 students enrolled
onto the Bronze Award and 25
students are working towards
their Silver Award, bringing the
total number to 140- a record
for the school.

An important part of the award is the volunteering section, allowing participants to give back to
their community whilst devieping key employability skillsThe school was recently presented
with an award recognising the 1,027 hours its students had spent volunteering in the local
community, during 2018.

Every child at Lees Brook Community School is given the opportunity to complete the award. To
make this affordable to more children, the school provides expedition equipment for the students
to use and in 2018, with help from Derby Lions and the Rotaty, @ley were able to purchase
more tents and rucksacks. This yeag arefund raising to purchase even more equipment to
cater for the growing numbers of students taking part.



